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What is at stake here is more than the spread
of free markets or the strength of the global
economy, even more than the chance to lift
billions of people into a worldwide middle class.
It is a chance to move the world closer toward
genuine interdependence rooted in shared com-
mitments to peace and reconciliation.

This is a moment of great promise, a moment
where we have to lead. A lot of things happen
in this country that send mixed signals to people
around the world that I regret. And most of
them come out of the initiative of the other
party in Congress: the failure to pay our U.N.
dues; the failure to embrace the Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty; the abysmal budget for foreign
affairs, when we can spend a little money in
helping our neighbors and get untold benefit;
and the zeroing out of our market-oriented ini-
tiative to meet our responsibilities to reduce
global warming.

But one thing is still on our plate: We have
not granted renewed fast-track authority; we are
not pursuing the Free Trade Area of the Amer-
icas; we haven’t yet passed the Africa trade ini-
tiative and the Caribbean Basin one, although
I think we might get that done, because in our
party, we have not been able to resolve these
conflicts.

They’ve got a lot more work to do in their
party than we do in ours, as I explained at
the outset. We have worked through where we
are on budget discipline, on economic manage-
ment, on foreign policy, on environmental pol-
icy, on crime policy, on education policy, on
health care policy. There has been an enormous
modernization of the thinking and direction of
the Democratic Party, and we can be proud

of it. But we can’t go to the American people
and say we have a whole vision for the future
that will be a unifying vision, until we get over
this one last big hump.

This is an exciting issue, and it is a difficult
issue. And the labor people who will come here
tomorrow have real interests at stake which
ought to be heard. The environmental commu-
nity people have real interests at stake which
ought to be heard. But we’re going to globalize
one way or the other, and we’ll be at the front
of the line or the back or somewhere in the
middle. And I believe it is profoundly in our
interest and in the interests of the world for
America to be leading the pack.

And I promise you, if we take initiative, it
will lead to a cleaner environment and higher
labor standards and more values that are con-
sistent with ours, including letting more people
be part of the process.

So what you are doing here is real, real im-
portant. It’s our last big challenge to be the
party that reflects the values, the heart, and
the dreams of 21st century America.

Good luck, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 p.m. at the
Omni Shoreham Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Al From, president, Democratic Leader-
ship Council; Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and
Representative Calvin M. Dooley, cofounders,
New Democrat Network; event chair Samuel P.
Fried, senior vice president and general counsel,
The Limited, Inc., who introduced the President;
and Thomas Patterson, professor of Government
and the press, John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, Harvard University.

Videotaped Remarks to the National Summit on Community Food Security
October 12, 1999

Good afternoon, and thank you for taking the
time to participate in this first-ever summit on
community food security. Thank you, Secretary
Glickman, for your leadership in this vital area.

Sometimes it’s hard to comprehend that in
the middle of the strongest peacetime economy
in our Nation’s history, when poverty is at a
20-year low and incomes are rising all across
America, there are still people in our country

who go to bed hungry. More than 3 million
children suffer from hunger at some point dur-
ing the year. And nearly 1 in 10 American
households are at serious risk that an expensive
car repair or an unexpected rent increase could
make them go hungry. That kind of deprivation
is simply unacceptable in our land of plenty.
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From the earned-income tax credit to Med-
icaid to child care, our administration has car-
ried out a new approach to help lift people
out of poverty by forging a new social contract
that rewards work, promotes responsibility, and
helps families who need it.

Last July, I took executive action to help fami-
lies gain access to food stamps. Secretary
Glickman is leading our efforts to launch a na-
tionwide food stamp public education campaign,
and all of you gathered here today are critically
important to that effort. I ask each and every
one of you to join with us in our partnership
to ensure families get the help they need.

Our work is far from done. While the Federal
Government continues to be deeply involved in
the fight against hunger, our nutritional safety
net alone can’t conquer the problem.

The solution lies in new and innovative part-
nerships with grassroots efforts. For too long,
Government programs haven’t done enough to
capitalize on community expertise. And likewise,

community efforts have often not taken full ad-
vantage of the Government resources available
to them. This conference is about building
stronger partnerships, about bringing all the par-
ties to the table and forming stronger ties among
the Federal Government, State, local, and tribal
governments, the private sector, nonprofit
groups, the faith community, and private citi-
zens. The more we work together, the better
we can do in meeting the challenge of hunger.

Thank you again for your participation and
for the hard work you do and the dedication
you show every single day in the fight against
hunger.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 2:50 p.m. in Room 459 in the
Old Executive Office Building for broadcast to the
summit on October 14 in Chicago, IL. The
trasncript was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on October 14. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
October 14, 1999

The President. Good afternoon. Thank you.
In recent days, members of the congressional
majority have displayed a reckless partisanship.
It threatens America’s economic well being and,
now, our national security.

Yesterday, hardline Republicans irresponsibly
forced a vote against the Comprehensive Nu-
clear-Test-Ban Treaty. This was partisan politics
of the worst kind, because it was so blatant
and because of the risks it poses to the safety
of the American people and the world.

What the Senate seeks is to abandon an
agreement that requires other countries to do
what we have already done, an agreement that
constrains Russia and China, India and Pakistan
from developing more dangerous nuclear weap-
ons, that helps to keep other countries out of
the nuclear weapons business altogether, that
improves our ability to monitor dangerous weap-
ons activities in other countries. Even worse,
they have offered no alternative, no other means
of keeping countries around the world from de-
veloping nuclear arsenals and threatening our
security.

In so doing, they ignored the advice of our
top military leaders, our most distinguished sci-
entists, our closest allies. They brushed aside
the views of the American people and betrayed
the vision of Presidents Eisenhower and Ken-
nedy, who set us on the road to this treaty
so many years ago.

Even more troubling are the signs of a new
isolationism among some of the opponents of
the treaty. You see it in the refusal to pay our
U.N. dues. You see it in the woefully inadequate
budget for foreign affairs and includes meeting
our obligations to the Middle East peace process
and to the continuing efforts to destroy and
safeguard Russian nuclear materials. You see it
in the refusal to adopt our proposals to do our
part to stem the tide of global warming, even
though these proposals plainly would create
American jobs.

But by this vote, the Senate majority has
turned its back on 50 years of American leader-
ship against the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction. They are saying America does not
need to lead, either by effort or by example.
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